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George Fielding Eliot 

STAT 


PERSONAL & CONFIDENTIAL 


J uly 18 , 1946 


Lieutenant General Hoyt S. Vandenberg, USA 
Director, National Intelligence Authority 
New War Department Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear General Vandenberg: 

I have had a word with Senator McMahon and also 
with Representative Baldwin. Both expressed whole- 
hearted and, indeed, enthusiastic interest and both 
have promised to see to it that the child does not get 
lost, strayed or stolen in the shuffle attending the 
end of the session. 

I enclose herewith, for your private information. 
copies of the letters which I have written these ”** 
gentlemen confirming and amplifying the conversations 
I had with them. 

I think you may be reasonably certain that when 
you get the baby launched in the great world, his 
first toddling steps will be guided by friendly hands. 
My best wishes to you - which really means no more than 
that I wish success and safety to the United States. 

I shall hope to hear when I return that you are in 
business, and look forward to seeing you again in 
September. 

Best personal regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

3 ? D 

GFE/mb C ' 

encs . 



[vl OR 1/CDF 6396761 


STAT 
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July IB, 194* 


Senator Brian McMahon 
United States Senate 
lastategton, D. C. 

• •: • %'?' <„ i. .. 

Pear Senator McMahon* 


r ' ' 


this is 
Motional Iat« 
direction of 


it to recapitulate the situation regarding the 

“** r th * 


MW*- 4hrtfeorityr*as supposed 4e he taken care of by Section , 
MSttf «. MU «■* the, eo-oalled merger bill* which definitely e|- 
tattlltbei it as an as eaey under the supeihriaion of the Council..* . 
ef Cennon Defense. (In this bill, as it is presently drawn, 'It 
is calledths Central Intelligence Agency.) , : 

Meanwhile | tba Authority, is operating under the Executive 
Order ef the President, she has set up te control it aboard con- . 
plating •( th. Of War fad »*Ty. It If o»er.t*« 

by fund# eentributed fto* the budgets of these Depgrtasdtju ft 
has no midget of its own, and as you can set, it If extremely dif- 
ficult for tb« Director to engage and train pei$fneat personnel hr 
to make definite plana for tarrying on ita work, which* %* 1 k ? mind, 
is ihjitoteAy essential toy the security of the .Jutted States. 


etion 


It new appears that S. 2044 haa ne ehanee of passage at this 
session sod* therefore the Council ef Common Defense will not cone 
into beings; this *411 leave the National Intelligent# Authority 
right where, it in new* unless enabling legis l*t»i# passed by 
the Congress giving It a legal statue and lit own budget so that 
it 'Uan gat en with it# work# to newt this need. It la my under- 
standing that as bill* is being prepared in the Bxoootlfe of fices 
and will be introduced simultaneously in both, houses in the hope 
that it may be passed' and beooae law before this session of Con? 
grass ends. I have reason te believe that this bill was, in course 
ef preparation on fueoday afternooiv when I talked' to. you about the 
suiters but X do not snow how seen it will bo sent up to the "hill 8 . 

■’ ' 1 ; ■' w •' - : 4 t v'j -fi v, » 

1 am a little anxious about, the fate of this legislation be- 
cause It is a matter in which the Committees on Foreign Affairs, 
Military Affairs snd Naval Affairs might all faava a 'legit xtoht 5 .in- 
terest and unless the bill has a watchful friend who is looking 
after Its welfare, it might very well get loat in the shuffle at 
the end of the session and thus leave our national intelligence 


6-6 
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*07 


jjUL irtpplrt until I «Onl| ttdj 

ssr^srs: $ ss." j t ;r 

- *»»• - 

Ptwooimflff plde of the House as w*Ht *— 

I e«HM tvpbaalxe tee ftrongly the great _ J 6> ~ 

lag six aSSif itia# In getting our 

fw«U«ning“*he?t are* lot of mit- 

the reet of the^werld 41^t need .filling }h# iSie^sort of^iorfc 
class men who are not going to he attracted toj Htt# ■ ^ nt 

9i%Kiptm7 haoiif In any c » 8 *» * 8 Sillt^inSSitST Vm 

eemwfcc*p#y, .salaries that will compete with p|||«a w»«yy 

only ■ men can he told on each J#he i#-J»ough tnf .gM^wag 

that they**** aerye the ® a *£* d V^e*at!^^t*t is 

time end be pt reaXvUfi to tfcetj * 9 f *¥***$ JKiee 8®Hfcl intelli* 

a erai fandenberg** hopato attraai |© th» afffice ox f me *. *** 

•e enthority a yeryhlgh type of «i^r T talked 

to he. well in accord of ygj m I 

over the other night. This 1# a P 0 Uoywhich,ln my hpinio^a 
geryes tbe.pupport of the people and the Congreaa ef this country. 


enqr ijf -hot -Ida* 

i^lSSt . . 

requires fifth* 
,§ sort of wort 


iuttto. elint»»**e ot th. onf«tw»*‘»' SlW l^thl. 

Committee had to write into it* - X J-*** 4 ** ******** 9X0 *^ 
good paose before I leeyetheynited St ate# ^ • •« *■■'■■■- 

WMkrolX beat wishes from both of us to you and your charming 
wife and daughter and looking forward to seeing you all when 
return, I am 

- Sincerely yours. 


QPE/mb 


George fielding fllot 
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July 18, 1946 


Hon. Joseph Clerk Baldwin 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Bear Mr. "Baldwin* 

This is Just to recapitulate the situation regarding the 
i#tlonal Intelligence Authority which is, as you know, under 
tJS*.. direct ion of X*t* Gen* Hoyt 8, fandenhwrg, 0. 8, Army. 

Thtp- Authority was supposed to he taken ears of by lection 
202 of S. 2044 - the eo-c&lled merger hill, which definitely es- 
tablishes it as an ageney under the supervision. of the Council 
of Common Defense* (In this bill, as it is presently drawn, it 
is called the Central Intelligence Ageney*) * 


Meanwhile, the Authority is operating anger the. executive 
Grger of the President, who, has set up to eontrol.it aboard 
eonslsting of the Secretaries of State, War and ftfy. It is , 
operated by fund* ^contributed from the budget* of these Depart- 
ments. It has ho budget of its own, and as you can see, it is 
extremely difficult for the Director to engage eng train per* 
manent personnel or to me^e. definite plans for parrying on its 
work, which, to my mind. As absolutely essential to the security 
Of. the United „ States. ^7 , 

.. '! . h ■ '• ' - :> £ 

, It now appeers that 6* 2044 has no chance of possess at this 
session and therefore the Council of Common Pefense will mot tome 
into being, this will leave the National Intelligence Authority 
right where it is now, unless enabling legislation is passed by 
the Congress giving ..it a legal status and its own budget so that 
it can get on with its work. To meet this need, it is my under- 
standing that a bill is being prepared in the Executive offices 
end will be introduced simultaneously in both house * v in the hope 
that it may be passed and become law before this session of Con- 
gress pnds* I have reason to believe, that this bill was in course 
of preparation when I talked to you about the- matter, but I do 
not know how soon it will be, sent up to the "hill*. 

I am a little anxious about the fate of this legislation 
because it is a matter in which the Committees on Foreign Af- 
fairs, Military Affairs and Naval Affairs might all have a legit- 
imate interest and unless the bill has a watchful friend who is 
looking after its welfare, it might very well get lost in the 


1 .1 .1 t’.WzT. 1 iktu r /3 r^nKiiir/iiKfs 1 
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Mr. Baldwin 




July II, 









•Muffle at t ha and of . the session and thus lea-re oWf national 
intelligence sadly crippled until next February, i think this 
would 'be wary close te disastrous in view of the present inter- 
national. .situation with which you are, of course* as fully celt- • 
▼ersant ag-I am* I was therefore very happy when you sald^ypiu. 
fould lootoafter this bill and do what was possible to get- it 
passed. I doubt very much that there will be any graft opposi- 
i$*n to it, except from the usual crackpots* 


: m I cannot euphasize too strongly the great urgopey of not 
ioting six mouths ' time in getting our central intelligence 
agency v functioning • there are a lot of holep in our information 
about the rest of the world that need filling in. This requires 
first-claas men who ara not going to be attracted to this sort, 
of work on a temporary basis. In any case, at you knfw, the 
government cannot pay salaries that will compete wiih'private 
Indus t ryr The only way that men can be sold on such; gobs is 
through the knowledge that they can serve tips Uni ted rBt ages for 
a considerable- period of gitae and be of real use to their country . 

1 .. . , .. * .. . , ■ '■ 

* Both Mrs. Eliot and lag# very sorry to have tp leave the 
Country lust at the. tine when your political fortune* are in the 
balance, as we should like to stay here and help as far as ft 
could with- the * fight in the 17th district* but unfortunately, we 
must go, leaving behind us nothing more tangible than our best 
wishes for you** renomination and re-election. In any case, we will 
be back in time te vote for you. We are both particularly annoyed 
gt the way the Republican organisation is handling its aampaign 
and it would be a pleasure as well as a duty, to put a spoke in 
lie wheel. It is* in my Judgment, just the sort of thinking that 
hie prevailed among the Republican leaders in New York County * 
that is doing the -greatest -possible injury te the future of the 
Party. -a ;; 


All good luck to you and I 
again sometime in September. 


will look forward to seeing you 


Sincerely yours. 


QPE/mb 


GEORGE FIELDING ELIOT 
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NEW YORK POST COPY 

X8 75 West Street, New York 6, N. Y. 

Whitehall 4-9000 


George Fielding Eliot 


November 17, 1947 


Rear Admiral Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter 
Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
2430 E Street, N! 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Admiral Hillenkoetter: 

This is a piece I did the other day in which { think- you 
may possibly be interested. 

Best wishes, and I hoDe to see you when I am next in 
Washington. 


Sincerely yours, 


/s/ George F. Eliot 


GFE/pec 
(Note: I 


Incl, Article, New York Post, 11/7/47 “Soviet 

Propaganda is comes comic; implications are not." 
retained by Director) 


Distribution: 

Director , 

Exec. Reg, - „ 

gfl J B 1— Y 




RTSfi gg rjJHcTMlTlWrtKW ft H(H Fill 3 B] Skill :ili rxi E~<alal Willi K1 
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2* ft? 1*47 


Mr. Qeorfe Fielding 
Haw Yol* folt 
75 Vtat ftmt 

lew York 6 , H. I. 

Dmt Mr, Eltoti 

Thank you rory Mtfc for ***** 
thoughtful latter of 21 Mgr* It «**T**7 fla * . 
ofySTto sand 

ate thau * Wole lot. I fitted to l wr * | flt ^* ^ 
uoae Wok bore, but tide ie really • ***7 ***• 

Job, 

I do bone ye» tdll lot po-kMou ,»NM 
rou OOM to faehingtepread oiH drop i» and ••• «•• 


Vltb the wary best wishes , plow# bell ere 


%J RM 

R. H. HHUtt 
Rear Adelrel, 


Distributions 

1 oe Exec. Reg. 

^iL co Director 

2 cc Central Records 
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HEW YORK POSt 

75 West Street - lew Jerk 6, N. T. - Whitehall 4-9000 


• f . 


lay 21, 


i, , •• 

Bear Adniral R; H. Bj^nkoetter,OSlT 

Central Intelligence Group 

Hew War Department Building A'; 

Washington, D. C. ■%. 

Dear Admiral HRllinkoetter: 

^ I have the very greatpleasure ofsending yon 
double congratulations in the sane letter •- first on yo 
pronotion to Rear Admiral and secondly, on your appolntnetfc 
as director of the Central Intelligence Group - both of 
which happy occurrences I heard of at the sane tine* Ho 
happier choice could have been Wage 'by the powers that be 
in both cases. '** 

I hope you will find tine to let'ne cone and see 
you when I an next in Washington. 

Looking forward to nesting yon again and with ny 
very best wishes for success in your new assignment, I am 

Sincerely yours., 

/•/ 

George Fielding Eliot 


GFJS/nb 


Distribution: 

*1 cc Director 
1 cc Exec. Reg. 

$ cc Central Records 
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Hr* George fielding Eliot 
Senr York Foot 
75 West Street 
Wew York 6, Hew York 

Deer Mr. Eliott 

meak you for the letter enclosing your article in the Post. 

Beside being perhaps the first ray of sunshine in these quarters 
following a sowewhat severe hail Sto», it ms further unloosed for 
the keen grasp you hare taken of sens of the aneinelies of the situation* 

However, despite these ridiculous aspects of this passing stem, 

I sen assure you that we here have t ake n the whole natter nost 
seriously* I have avoided public rebuttal ef the various charges, not 
only in purauame of our policy of aaeaysity, but for four of oem- 
proaising both tbs Investigative c our s es sad else tbs identity, end 
perhaps future careers, of those few Individuals. 

Confronted with a total lack of precedent in the exercise of this 
authority to terminate esplcynent »in ths interests of the U. S**, we 
carefully studied ell aspects of the problem before inking any action. 

I certainly an act so brash as to say m eon to a perfect solution, 
but we have studiously kept improving the procedure as we discovered 
any weaknesses. 

for your off-the-reeord guidance, I light point oat severe! errors 
that have ©rapt into some of the pres* reports* I list them briefly 
belowt 

(1) we did not dismiss these people before the Board hearing 
but, wishing to keep them out of the shop until the matter 
was cleared up, we did suspend thus on leave without pay. 

(In future ee ee e we will allow them to go on leave with 
pay daring that period)} 

(2) we did allow them to resign voluntarily and without pro* 
Judies either before or after the Board bearing end up to 
the tine that X personally gave ay final decision to their 
ease (255 of the total who warm suspended resigned); 


STAT 
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(3) the fact that we misstated fifty per cent of these 
e^ileyees should not be considered an admission of 
original tartar* Actually, 1 believe it promt that tbs 
hearings given them warn fair and unbiased. In addition, 
and regardless of the Beard's recowraendation, I per- 
sonally s t u died eadh (Mas, before giving sy decision; 

(U) m have not bsen conducting a witch hunt, either on oar 
am account or through Congressional pressure. Uy am- 
curity officials spent months weeding cut these few 
esses tram the mgr others that had been under sous 
suspicion «r had be e n directly accused as security 
risks. As an sample, of ana list of 17 persons which 
ms given m by a certain Congressional Cosnlttee, a 
thssowgh investigation disclosed that only four could 
be regarded as possible security risks. Of that four* 
one was reinstated after the bearings before the Boaz4. 

I have motioned these few points for your own information only 
and because X knew of your interest in and fins support of the Central 
Intelligent Agency during the past. Char troubles in this whole natter 
were prinelpelly brought about because we were forced to accept the 
FBIB in tote without the usual close security sad personnel scr eening 
given all candidates for CIA. The clean-up job is now eespleted and X 
feel that the CIA es a whole can be proud that m levs tbs finest and 
nost loyal and ent husias t i c body of eaplpyees in Oofememt. I cer- 
tainly wish to beep it that way. 

Again, I appreciated your thoughtfulness in writing and your broad 
view of the problsau Please call mm whan you com to Washington in 
order that we say have lunch and a talk. 


With best personal regards. 


Sincerely, 


I&S - SE/ch 

ccj Executive Registry 
Director's file 
Exec, for 1*3 


R. H. HILLttKOETTER 
Rear Adsiral, O.S.I. 
Director of Central Intelligence 


r. mwmi ra -j .1 -Mil an Ki lyilliKnill MlHISlSflSi 
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